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Government Semester Syllabus

	Grand Haven High School

	Social Studies Department
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Mr. Aaron Portenga

Room 5206
Phone: 850-6172

Email: aaronportenga@gmail.com  

Class Website:  www.ghaps.org/portengaa 
Classroom Procedures:
· All of the following can be summed up in one simple phrase, “You will not do anything that will prevent me from teaching or prevent others in class from learning.”

· Have RESPECT for yourself, your teacher & classmates as well as others’ property.  Be courteous to the teacher and one another and use “please” and “thank you” and when making a request.  It is okay to disagree with people in the room as long as it is in a civilized and respectful manner.

· Absolutely NO put downs or derogatory remarks about race, religion, social class, or sexual orientation.

· Do not talk while the teacher or a classmate is talking. Raise your hand and wait to be called on.  When in doubt whether to do something or not, raise your hand and ask.

· You are expected to pay attention daily in class.  Putting your head down, sleeping, doing work for other classes, drawing, etc. will not be accepted.  If you choose to do so, you will lose class points in addition to being squirted with our “Wake Up!” water sprayer.

· Be on time and prepared for class.  Bring all necessary materials to class such as your text, writing utensils, homework, etc.  If you forget, borrow from someone in the class.

· Please do not bring food or drinks (other than bottled water) to class.

· Please wait till an appropriate time in class to sharpen pencils or throw things away.  While I am explaining something is not the time to do this.

· If you choose to disregard classroom guidelines or show inappropriate behavior, 2 points will be deducted for the day from a past quiz or homework assignment. 

· At the beginning of class, you are to promptly and quietly do the “warm-up” question(s)/activitie(s) on the board without being asked.  This will consist of an exercise, quiz or questions pertaining to the material studied in class.  Some of these exercises will be collected and scored so please take them seriously and do a good job.

· There are times in class we will be working in groups.  When I need your attention I will ring my cowbell to “herd” you together.  When you hear this, please end your conversation and look to me for your next instructions.

· The teacher dismisses class.  We do NOT line up at the door before the bell.

      Consequences for choosing to be DISRESPECTFUL:

· Verbal warning

· First offense:  Individual meeting with teacher and 15 minute detention 

· Second offense:  30-minute detention & parent(s) or guardian(s) contacted.

· Third offense:  1 hour detention, parent(s) contacted, school administrator referral.



Rewards for choosing to be RESPECTFUL:

· You will be satisfied in knowing you have contributed to your own and your classmates’ learning process

· Praise from your teacher and peers.

· Points for productive participation in class

· Rewards such as candy, free homework passes, lowest grade dropped, treats, etc.

*Remember:  When I’m happy, you’re happy and when you’re happy, I’m happy.  Follow these simple guidelines and we’ll both be happy. (
Homework Policy

You are responsible for completing homework, as I will collect or check homework at my own discretion.  If readings are assigned, then it is your responsibility to read and check for understanding the following class period.  Homework assignments will always be posted online.  Please put your first and last name, due date and the class period on all your assignments.  Full credit is NOT given for incomplete assignments or assignments turned in later in the hour after they were collected or checked.  Remember, people that consistently do the homework for this class usually pass the class with a respectable grade.

What if my homework is late?

Be sure to keep up with your assignments and use the class website to check on your nightly assignments and due dates.  See “Attendance” for what the policy is when you are absent.  Non-A.P. classes will receive 2 Late Homework Coupons during the first week of class.  The Full Credit Late Assignment Coupon can be used to turn in a late assignment the next day for FULL credit.  You may use this coupon only once a Semester. Turn in this coupon to the assignment when you turn it in.  This coupon may be used more than once.  Extras are available in the handout box in class.
Extra Credit

Extra credit assignments are rare but will be sometimes available during the marking period.  Only students that have shown a consistent effort in completing assignments (NO missing assignments) will be allowed to use extra credit to benefit their grade.  See the Tutor Program online for more info on studying for extra credit. You may also do community service projects for extra credit.  Please see the teacher to discuss an idea you may have to help the community and earn credit.

Permission to leave class:

Try to use the restroom prior to class, as you are allowed to use this privilege only twice per marking period!  Wait for an appropriate time to obtain my permission and turn in to me your filled out your Get Out of Class Free Card then take the pass and go.  You MUST fill out and turn in your Get Out of Class Free Card, as this is my record of how often you utilize this privilege and this protects you if the need should arise to contact you or prove your whereabouts. If you do not use your passes you can turn them in at the end of the marking period for the 1 point “I can hold it!” bonus.  If you have both passes at the end of a marking period, you can turn them in for an additional bonus point earning you three points towards your class assignments grade.

Attendance

If you are absent and it is excused, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  Extra copies of handouts will be available on the counter in the appropriate file box and online at www.ghaps.org/portengaa .  Please use the website to find out past class activities and notes that you’ve missed.  It is your responsibility to pick up items that you’ve missed and complete them on your own time.  You will need to make arrangements with me to make up quizzes, tests or labs.  A reasonable time to make up work is two days per every day you missed.  If that time period is exceeded, the makeup work will NOT be accepted as on time and will be scored as a late assignment.  An unexcused absence automatically results in a zero for the day’s assignment.  If absent the day before an assignment due date, quiz, or test, you are expected to turn in the assignment or take the test on its assigned date.  You do NOT get an extra day to prepare for a test or finish your project.  If absent for a test day or major assignment due date, you must take the test or turn in the assignment the day you return.  Tardies result in a two point deduction per tardy from your class work/assignment grade in addition to the school’s policy of assigning detentions.

Tests, quizzes and assignments

Expect periodic pop quizzes on homework, readings and what we covered the previous day.  Tests will be fill-in-the-blank, short answer, multiple choice, and essay questions.  You will have the privilege of doing test corrections to earn a quarter point per question missed back on your tests.  Review sheets are always handed out a few days before the test to help you study.  They are completed using your textbook, old homework and class notes so be sure to keep your old assignments and notes at least until after the test date.  

*See “Attendance” for the policy of being absent the day before or of a test or assignment due date.

Grading

Your final grade will be calculated as follows. Assignments/Note Taking/Homework/Quizzes are worth 25%, Class work & participation is worth 15%, Tests and major projects are worth 60%.Grades will be posted weekly in class by student ID number and are available on the Internet in the “Parent” section at www.ghaps.org.  The grading scale each marking period is as follows:

A   = 92-100

B   = 82-87

C   = 72-77

D  = 62-67

A-  = 90-91

B-  = 80-81

C-  = 70-71

D- = 60-61

B+ = 88-89

C+ = 78-79

D+ = 68-69

F  = 59 or less
Your semester grade is calculated as follows:

80% Trimester Grade

20% Final Exam 

Cheating and/or Plagiarism
Cheating in any form is not tolerated.  This includes using another student’s homework to complete your own, looking at another person’s test or quiz, etc…  If I suspect that cheating has occurred or is intended, you will receive a zero on the test, quiz or assignment.  No exceptions.  Second offenses will be dealt with according to your student handbook and will result in your failure and removal from the class.

Damage to Textbooks

If a textbook is lost or damaged, the student is required to pay for the textbook and/or damage.  Prices are as follows.

DAMAGES:

· Damaged Cover or Writing in the Text $5
· Torn Binding $10

GOVERNMENT TEXTBOOK:

Magruder's American Government $79.97  

Buy your own on Amazon.com
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